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THE SYRIAH TifTERVENTION IN LECANON 

ANNCR: VOA HEWS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE 
SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON: 

VOICE: THIS VEEK HARKS THE iINTH AHNEIVERSARY GF THE NINETEEN 
SIXTY-SEVEH ARAB-ISRAELI WAR, AUD IT FINDS THE HIDDLE EAST 

IN TURMOIL AGAIN. THIS TIiiE, HOWEVER, IT 1S NOT AN ARAB- 

ISRAELI CONFLICT, BUT ONE Ai;ONG ARADS THEHSELVES. THE CIVIL 
VAR IN LEBANOM-~-ORIGINALLY A FICHT AliONG LEBANESE FACTIONS~--- 
HAS NOV BROADENED. SYRIA HAS INTERVENED WETH TROOPS AND 

TANKS, SYRIAN-CACKED PALESTINIAN ARABS ARE FIGHTING OTHERS 

IN LEBANON, AHD EGYPT HAS CLOSED SOTH THE SYRIAN EMBASSY IN 
CAIRO AND THE EGYPTIAN EIBASSY IW DAIIASCUS. 

THE SYRIAN INTERVENTION PRESENTS A CURIOUS DILEMMA FOR 

HANY OBSERVERS. MELITARY INTERFERENCE It! THE AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER 
COUNTRY IS WIDELY CONDE!NINED TODAY. FOR EXANPLE, IN THIS COUNTRY 
OVER THE PAST WEEKEND BOTH PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY OF 

STATE KISSINGER RESTATED ANERICAN OPPOSITION TO INTERVENTION, 
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO LEBANOH. HR. FORD EXPRESSED THE 
VIEW THAT INTERVENTION COULD BE, AS HE PUT IT, “DESTABILIZING." 
SECRETARY KISSINGER PUT IT EVEN i!0RE STRONGLY. "THE UiITED 
STATES," HE SAID, “HAS CONSISTENTLY WARNED AGAINST FOREIGN 
INTERVENTION AS INVOLVING A SIGNIFICANT RISK OF ESCALATION." 
OBVIOUSLY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SPECULATION THAT WASHINGTON HAY 
HAVE ENDORSED THE SYRIAN INTERVENTION, HE ADDED: “WE WERE NOT 
CONSULTED ABOUT THE LATEST iiILITARY i30VE, AND OUR BASIC POSITION 
HAS BEEN TO OPPOSE INTERVENTION." "OUTSIDE COUNTRIES," HE WARNED, 
“SHOULD SHOW THE GREATEST RESTRAINT BECAUSE OF THE EXPLOSIVENESS 


OF THE SITUATION," 
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BUT AT THE SAME TIME THERE IS RECOGNITION THAT THE SYRIAN 
INTERVENTION HAS BEEN THUS FAR, A LIMITED ONE. SOME MIDDLE EAST 

ANALYSTS HAVE EXPRESSED THE VIE THAT IT HAY EVEN 
CONTRIBUTE TO AN EVENTUAL SETTLEMENT BASED ON THE FORMULA WHICH 
PRACTICALLY EVERYBODY CONCERNED ACCEPTED LAST JANUARY BUT WHICH 
HAS NEVER BEEH IMPLEMENTED. FOR EXAHPLE, WILLIAM BLAKEMORE, 
WRITING IN THE AiNERICAN NEWSPAPER CHRISTIAN SCIENCE IIONITOR, 
COMBNENTED HONDAY THAT "SYRIAH TROOPS CONSTITUTE THE ONLY VIABLE 
OUTSIDE fiILITARY FORCE ABLE TO PLAY A PRIHARY ROLE IN 
RESTORING PEACE TO LEBANON." 

THERE IS OBVIOUSLY DISAGREEMENT ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 
RELATIVE VALUES AND DRAMBACKS OF THE SYRIAN INTERVENTION, 
WHAT IS CLEAR, HOWEVER, IS THAT---AS SECRETARY KISSINGER PUT 
IT---THERE SHOULD BE A POLITICAL SOLUTION AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE 
SO THAT AN ESTABLISHED GOVERIHIiENT IN LEBANON CAN CALL FOR A 
WITHDRAWAL OF OUTSIDE FORCES. FOR IF THERE IS ONE TRUTH THAT 
EMERGED FROM THE TRAGIC CONFLICT I LEBANON IT IS THAT ITS 
BASIC CAUSES CAN BE DEALT WITH NOT BY ANY OUTSIDE POWER BUT 
ONLY BY THE LEBANESE THE!!SELVES. 


=04 


